
Founded in 1944, the NSF® institution is dedicated to protecting and improving 
human health on a global scale. NSF® is an independent, non-profit organization 
that provides and develops standards, product certifications, controls, education, 
and risk management protocols in the environmental and public health sectors.
Producers, lawmakers and consumers interact with the NSF® for the development 
of health standards and certifications, aimed at safeguarding health standards 
governing food, water, health and large-scale consumption products.

History
NSF® International was founded more than 70 years ago by the University of 
Michigan as an independent health department for the purpose of standardizing 
health-hygiene services and food safety in the collective restaurant services sector.
As of today the NSF® has developed more than 75 American quality control 
standards. Following an initial period of concentration at a national level, starting in 
the 1990s the institute branched out to issue international standards, changing its 
name to NSF® International.

Today the NSF® continues to provide services in the food, water, environment and 
consumer products sectors.

NSF® International is an institution that validates, tests and certifies products on 
behalf of third parties, to ensure compliance with the requirements set forth in 
established in public health and safety standards.
At the conclusion of the testing cycle and upon approval by the institution, the 
tested products can use the NSF® trademark to indicate certification and full 
compliance with local, federal and international standards.

Widely recognized for its scientific and technical competence in the environmental 
science and public health sectors, the NSF® is a World Health Organization and 
Joint Research Center for the protection of safe water and the environment.

The NSF® manages and utilizes over 165,000 m² of space dedicated to laboratories, 
and serves companies located in more than 150 countries. Microbiologists, 
toxicologists, chemists, environmental engineers, and public health professionals 
are employed by the institute.

Mission
NSF® International is committed to being the primary world supplier of public 
health and safety services, based on solutions for managing risk and simultaneously 
serving all the involved parties, meaning the public, the business community and 
governmental agencies.
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